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ID EFORE the late 2 of ſome Penal 

| Statutes in favour of the Roman Ca- 
tholics in. England, thoſe in Scotland were 
in pretty eaſy circumſtances. Their peace · 
able and ſocial demeanour, had endeared 
them to their Proteſtant acquaintances- 
Friends to Government, knowing them to 
be good Subjects by principle, wiſhed to 
encourage them and unite them to the State. 
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The Calumnies and Slanders, which had. 


been ſo often thrown out. againſt them, 
were become ftale and little regarded, eſ- 


pecially by thoſe who lived among the Ca- 
tholics, and knew by experience the falſe- 


hood and malice of ſuchAccuſations : At the 
ſame the time Penal Laws againſt them were 
unknown tothe many ; and thoſe who knew 
them regretted, that luch cruel and inhuman 


Laws ſhould have an Exiſtence among us. 


Hence in thoſe places where the Catholics 
were, they lived on the beſt of Terms with 
their Proteſtant neighbours, and both were 
mutually beloved and reſpetted by each 
other, Yet as Laws, of the greateſt poſſible 
Tigour were ſtill in force againſt them, and 
as ſome of thoſe Laws, were even from time 
to time put in execution on different oc- 
caſions * it was natural for them to wiſh for 
| the 

* Since as year 1750, one Biſhop and three Clergv» 
men were ſeverally taken up, tried, and condemned to 
baniſhment, merely for being habite and reputed Prieſts, 
and one of them, Mr. Alexander M*Donald, from a 
diſtemper contracted by his impriſonment, died ſoon 
after his releaſe : In 1768, one of their Clergymen was ſo 


intimidated with threats of perſonal danger, for L 
dob 
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the ſame Relief which had been granted 0 


their Brethren, throughout the other parts 
of the Britiſh Dominions, 


But their Caſe, without any fort of Pro- 


vocation on their part, is now exceedingly 
changed for the worſe. For no other reaſon 
than the, ſuppoſed benevolent intentions of 
Parliament, the minds of the people have 
been inflamed againſt them to a degree of 
madneſs, by the moſt virulent Declamations 
of ſome of their Preachers, and the number. 
leſs hand-bills, pamphlets, and other writings, 
that have with great induſtry and apparent 
ſyſtem, been publiſhed. and diſperſed a- 
mong the populace for that purpoſe. 7 

B 2 Among 
debt which was juſtly due to him; that he was obliged to 
give up near goo], of his juſt claim, ia order to recover 
the reſt with peace and quietneſs, In the year 1777, 
Mr, J— L------- falling heir to a very conſiderable 


Eflate in the North of Scotland, was ſo harraſſed before 
the Court of Seſſion by a Proteſtant Heir, that he was 


reduced to the direful alternative, either of openly per- 


juring himſelf in the face of the world, or of loſing an 
Eſtate worth near 10061. per anuum, and of ſecing him- 
ſelf, his wife and two infant Chilgzeo reduced to Beg- 


gary. 


— 


P]J—ß—j— 2 222 tw 


is held out to the public in a paper publiſlied 


( 4 ) 
(Among: other ſuch means, all the old 


8 laws againſt Papiſts have been 


publiſhed in Magazines and News-Papers, ſo 


that every inſignificant member of the furious 
populace, knows what he can legally do 
againſt them” and thinks that according to 
law he may uſe Papiſts as he pleaſes with 
impunity; an opinion in which they are no: 
far miſtaken! Conſequently the caſe of che 


Roman Catholics in Scotland is infinitely 


worſe than it was before ; nor can they ex- 
pea any kind of peace, or even ſecurity ſor 
property or life unleſs the Legiſlature will 
be gracionſly pleated to interpoſe N 
for their protection. . 

The whole ſcope of the Penal "wah 
againſt the Roman Catholics in Scotland 
tends to cxtirp?:e them entirely out of the 
country. They can poſſeſs no property; 
they are entitled to no juſtice; they are 
ſubjected to fines, forfeitures, impriſonments, 
baniſument and death; and by a very old 
ſtanding law made in the year 1581, which 


in 


» 
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twenty - ſecond of February 1779; as the 
this have fince heen made againſt them, they 
are-expreſaly obliged to leave the LOT 
within a limited time v. ui 
natural attachment which ern have 10 d 
place of their nativity would caſily permit 
them to comply with this Law and leave the 
kingdom, there are ſeveral places in Europe 
where they will be received; and ſurely .it 
will be much more eligible for them to go 
there than to remain at home in their pre- 
ſent diſtreſs ; but as things ſtand at preſent 
they can neither remove from their country 
nor remain in it with ſafety. For in order 
to 


* The charitable Author of this-Paper tells his readers 
(from what authority he beſt knows), that the Legiſla- 
ture of Scotland found it necefſary to deprive Roman 

** Catholics of a perſona Randi, or power of refiding in 
* the Kingdom, and to require them to leave the 
Kingdom within a limited time ;“ and then he adds 
the following humane refleQion, -* To me this Law ap» 
* pears the foundation and the warrant for all the other 
„ Laws which have ſince paſſed againſt them, and which 

* are 
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to get a proper 3 and ſettlement a- 
broad, they muſt go in numbers ſufficient to 
be an objett to the State that receives them, 
and with ſuch property as they have. But 
ſhould they attempt ſuch an emigration, it 
vould be conſtrued by their Enemies into a 
crime tile ſhort of rebellion; and when 
they are attacked in ſo violent à manner 
without any colourable motive whatſoever; 
it is not difficult ſo ſee what they muſt ſuffer, 
if they furniſhed any thing like a plauſible 
pretext for perſecution. As to their pro- 
perty, which is wholly at the mercy of every 
individual by the Laws, and'ſubje& at the 
fame time to unreſtramed illegal violence, 
an attempt to transfer it abroad would be 
the certain way to loſe it. In this condition 
81 | | th cy . 


© are talked of at this day as ſo exceedingly ſevere : 
* whereas, certainly, to perſons who have no lacum 
& Landi in the country, the ſevereff Laws ought to be 
«+ conſidered as an indulgence, or the ſofteſt means of 
* driving them to comply with the wiſh of the Nation 
nd depart the realm] A truly chriſtian refleftion in- 
tees, to be thus publicly inculcated into the Minds of 


the Popnare | 


1 
they muſt naturally hope either tobe permit- 


ted to live in quiet at home, or to be autho- 
riſed to negociate a ſettlement in ſome other 
country, where: their peaceable principles 
will ſecure them common protettion. 

That the Laws, which are now called, 
by ill deſigning men into notice, by publi- 
cation in Scotland, and are ſet forth in order 

to dirett and encourage perlecution, may 
not be unknown to thoſe who are not friends 
to violence and injuſtice ; a ſhort ſtate of 
them is here ſubjoined, 


, 
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An ABSTRACT of the "Penal Lows in 
Scotland againſt the Roman Catholi of, 


That all profeſſed Papiſſ be obliged t to 
leave the kingdom withih a Imited time, 
unleſs they will ſubſcribe - the confeffion of 
faith ; and that r none ſell or diſperſe 'Popiſh 
books, under the pain of baniſhment, and 


confiſcation of moveables. 1581. 166; That 


profeſſed Jeſuits and ſeminary prieſts found 
in any part of this realm, ſhall be apprebend- 
ed, purſued, and incur the pain of death and 
confiſcation , of moveables; That whoever 
willingly and wittingly receipts or ſuppliesany 
of them for the ſpace of three days and three 
nights together, or ſeverally at three times, 
ſhall incur the tinſel of their liferents. That 
all ſayers and hearers of maſs, all who re- 
fuſe to reſort to the preaching of God's _ | 


This Abſtract is trauſcribed from Lord Kamey's 
Abridgement of the Statute Law, and was publiſhed ver- 
batim in the Scotch Magazine for Ofober 1778. The 
firſt Number ſhews the year in which the Law wes made, 
the ſecand ſhews the Chapter of the AQ, | 


0 
and all who ſhall, by realoning, or diſper- 


ſing of books or letters, endeavour ſo per. 
ſuade any of his Majcity's ſubjefts to decline 
from the profeſſion of the true religion, ſhall 
jncur the tinſel of their moveables and of 
their liferent 1587. 24. The receipters 
aforeſaid, for the firſt fault, to loſe their 
moveables, their liferent for the ſecond, and 
For the third to incur the pain of treaſon 
1593. 168. Papiſtical books to be ſcarched 
ſor and deſtroyed by the magiſtrates of 
burghs, with concourſe of a miniſter; and 
thoſe who import the ſame to be committed 
to priſon, until they he puniſhed in their | 
perſons and goods at the King's will. 1587. 
25. The faying of maſs receipting of Jeſuits, 
ſeminary prieſts, trafficking Papiits, againſt 
the King's Majelty and religion profeſſed 
within the realm, declared to infer the pain 
ol treaſon, both agaiuſt the Jeſuits, maſs- 
prieſts, trafficking Papiſls, and che receipters 
of them, but in caſe of ſatisſaction given 
to the King and kirk by the Jcluits and 
Prieſts the receipters not to be liable, 
25603, 282, 26 %% ¼ m . All: 

* wiltul 


wt . 
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wilful hearers of maſs, and concealers of 
the ſame, to be capitaily puniſhed, and their 
goods and gear eſcheated to the Kings uſe, 
1394. 196. 1607, 1. Preſbyteries appoint- 
ed to ſummon before them all Papiſts, and 
thoſe ſuſpetted of Papiſtry, in order to 
ſatisfy the kirk and if they compear not, or 
refuſe to give ſatisfattion, they are to be de. 
lated to the privy council; who muſt direft 
letters, charging the ſaid Papiſts, and thoſe 
ſuſpetted of Papiſtry, to appear before them, 
and to produce ſufficient certificates of due 
ſatisfaction given to the kirk under the pain 
of rebellion, and of be ing put to the horn: 
and if they fail therein, that they be de- 
nounced, and bath their ſingle and liferent 
eſcheat belong to the King. And whoever 
reccipts, ſupplies, or entertains ſuch per- 
ſons, after denunciation as aforcſaid, ſhall 
allo jucur the penalty of ſingle and liferent 
elchcat. 1594. 197. Certain fines impoſed 
upon, thoſe who receipt Jeſuits, ſeminary 
prieits, excommunicated and trafficking 
' Paplits. 1600. 18. Statutes made againſt 
Jeluits 
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Jeſuits, ſeminary prieſts, ſayers and hearers 
of maſs, and their receipters, ordained to 
be put to due execution; with the following 
explanation. That the former ads ſhall be 
extended againſt all hearers and ſayers of 
mals, without exception ; that, after due in- 
timation at the head burgh of the ſhire, and 
at the market croſs of Edinburgh, every 
perſon who harbours a Jeſuit, ſeminary 
Prieſt, &c. ſhall be ſubjefted to the penal- 
ties of the former ſtatutes, as wilfully in- 
curring the ſame, after being warned by the 
faid public intimation. 1609. 3. A premium 
of zoo merks for diſcovering and ſeizing any 
Prieſt, Jeſuit, or trafficking Papiſt ; or te- 
ceipter of any Prieſt, Jeſuit, or trafficking 
Papiſt ſo as they may be conviged. 1700. 3. 
If a man is held andrepute to be a Jeſuit, 
Prieſt, or trafficking Papiſt, or if it be made 
out, that he has changed his name or ſur- 
name, either of theſe circumſtances, with his 
refuſing to purge himſelf of Popery, ſhall be 
a ſufficient ground for the privy council to 
baniſh him forth of the realm, never to re- 


turn, under the pain of death, being Papilt. 
C 2 A man 


E 
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A man found in any meeting where there is 
altar, maſs-book veſtments, Popiſh images, 
or other Popiſh trinkets, if he refuſe to purge 
himſelf of Popery, ſhall be baniſhed forth of 
the realm, under what certification the privy 
council ſhall think fit, 1700, g. The exe” 
cution of this act given to the Lords of 
Juſticiary, 12. Aun. flat, 2, c. 13. 
For preventing the growth of Popery» 
certain fines impoſed upon noblemen and 
others, who fend their ſons abroad with pe- 
dagogues, who have not a certificate from 
the biſhop, concerning the purity of their 
ſaith. 1609. 1. Noblemen and others, | 
whole ſons ſent abroad turn Papiſts, ordain- 
ed to find caution to afford their ſons no 
ſubſiſtence abroad, further than what may 
be neceſſary to bring them back to Scot- 
land, 160g. 2. That children under Popiſh 
parents, tutors, or curators, be taken from 
them, and committed to the education * 
ſome well-affetled and religious friend, a 
the ſight and by order of his Majeſty's Pri- 


V 
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vy Council. 1661. 8. This act ratified? 
and further declared, That it ſhall be com- 
petent to any Proteſtant relation, to purſue 
to have the ſaid children educated in the 
manner preſcribed by the ſaid act; and 
that-failing Proteſtant relations, the King's 


Advocate or Solicitor may proſecute the ſaid | 
ation by themſelves; and the Lords of 
Privy Council or Seſſion impowered to 
ſettle an aliment for the ſaid children out of 
their means, or out of their. parents means, 
to be paid to the perſon intruſted with the 
care of their education. 1700. 3. Whoever 
debauches and perverts any of his Majeſty's 
Proteſtant ſubjetts to the errors of Popery, 
{hall be puniſhed as a trafficking Papiſt. A 
Proteſtant ſervant who is perverted, and be- 
comes Papiſt, in a Popiſh family, ſhall be 
puniſhed as an apoſtate from the Proteſtant 
religion ; and the maſter of the family ſhall 
be obliged to put away the ſervant, under 
the pain of L. 100 Scots; and the apoſtati. 
{ing ſervant ſhall not be received in any 

Popiſh 
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Popith family, under the like penalty, * 
a; | 
That, in time coming, no proſeſſed Pa- 
piſt who refuſes to purge himſelf of Popery, 
ſhall be capable to purchaſe or enjoy, by 
any voluntary deed made in his favour, or 
in truſt for his behoof, any real right or tack 
of lands or teinds; declaring ſuch voluntary 
deed to be null and void; and that the right 
ſhall remain with the granter, ſo as not even 
to furniſh an ation of warrandice, nor for 
repetiuon of the price, or othei onerous 
cauſe of the dead. 1700. 3. That no pro- 
ſeſſed Papiſt paſt the age of fifteen years 
ſhall be capable to ſucceed as heir, nor bruik 
nor enjoy any eſtate, by diſpoſition or con- 

veyance from any perſon to whom the ſaid 
| Papiſt is apparent heir, until he purge him- 
himſelf of Popery; and if he ſucceed as heir, 
or bruik by diſpoſition as aforeſaid, before 
he attain the age of fifteen, he ſhall be 
holden and obliged to purge himſelf of Po. 
pery before he attain to the ſaid age: and in 
either 


( 32 
either of theſe caſes, viz. of the ſucceſſiong 
opening aſter fifteen, or refuſing to purge at 
ſiſteen, the right ſhall devolve to the next 
Proteſtant heir; who is allowed to ſerve heir 
to the defunct, and to poſſeſs until the Po- 
piſh heirs excluded ſhall purge themſelves 
of Popery ; upon which they ſhall be re- 
poned to their right and poſſeſſion, in the 
ſame condition as at the time of their exclu- 
fion ; the intervening rents and profits to 
belong to the Proteſtant heirs, without be- 
ing liable to count with the burden of the 
current annual rent of the debts, Provi- 
ded, that the aforeſaid excluſion ſhall be 
without prejudice to the lawful creditors of 
the Popiſh apparent heir anterior to the ex- 
eluſion: and declaring that the proper debt 
and deeds of the Proteſtant heirs ſhail not 
affect the eftate ; but debts paid by them, or 
ſecurities granted for theſe debts, ſhall be 
real burdens, and affect the eſtate, not 
reckoning the current annual rents, which 
are to be paid by the Proteſtant heir out of 
the 
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the rents. In caſe the Proteſtant heir do 
not proſecute his right by ſervice, or other 
legal means, within two years after the irri. 
tancy is incurred, there ſhall be accels to 
the next Proteſtant heir, and fo on, till the 
right be effeclually eſtabliſhed in the perſon 
of a Proteſtant heir : and if the Popiſh beir 
or heirs excluded do not renounce Popery, 
within the ſpace of ten years after the irri- 
tancy is incurred, not reckoning the years 
of minority, they and their heirs ſhall be 
for ever excluded, And with regard to 
children, incapable of a ſettled opinion, de- 
clared, That the next heir, though within 
pupilarity, and of Popiſh parents, ſhall be 
reckoned the Proteſtant heir, if he be under 
the education of Proteſtants. 1700. 3. That 
all diſpoſitions; donations, legacies, or other 
deeds, in favour of cloiſters, or other Po- 
piſh ſocieties, or in truſt ſor their behoof, 
ſhall be void and null, fo far as concerns 
the cloiſters, or Popiſh ſocieties, and the 
fame ſhall 1% fafo ſall and accreſce to the 

neareſt 


Mo 
neareſt Proteſtant relation of the granter, 


at the time when the deed is deſtined to be 


effectual. 1700. g. 
Conſidering, that thoſe of the Popiſh re - 
ligion do overawe their children, and appa. 


rent heirs from renouncing Popery, there- 
fore enacted, That it ſhall not be lawſul 


for any profeſſed or known Papiſt to 


make any gratuitous deed or diſpoſition in 
favour of any perſon whatever, in preju- 
dice of his apparent heir, but that the ſame 
ſhall be null and void; declaring, That 
every ſuch deed ſhall be judged gratuitous, 
unleſs both the granter, and the writer and 
witneſſes in the deed, ſhall declare upon 
oath, and alſo qualify ſatisfyingly before the 
judge-ordinary, that the deed was made 
and granted for true, onerous, and ade- 
quate cauſes, 1695. 26. That .it ſhall not 
be lawful to a Papiſt to grant any gratui- 
tous diſpoſition of his heritage, or any 
part theredf, or any gratuitous bond, or 
other gratuitous deed, to the prejudice of 

D his 
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his heirs ; declaring all ſuch deeds to be 
void aud null, except ſo far as concerng 
the granter's perſon and moveable eſtate, 
1700. 3. | 
No adjudication at the inſtance of a Pa- 
piſt, or for his behoof, ſhall expire in the 
perſon of a Papiſt, but ſhall only ſubſiſt as 
a ſecurity; provided that the adjudication 
do expire within year and day after the 
ſame comes to be eſtabliſhed in the perſon 
of a Proteſtant heir and aſſigny, the ordinary 
legal being run. Neither ſhall any adjudi- 
cation, or other real diligence, be compe. 
tei at the inſtance of a Papiſt, or to his be- 
hoof, upon any gratuitons debt or deed 
whatever. 1700. 3. | 

If any perſon profeſſing the true Pro- 
teltant religion ſnall apoſtatiſe from the ſame 
to Popery, he ſhall forfeit his whole herit- 
able eſtate to his next heir at law, being 
Proteſtant; without prejudice to his lawful 
anterior creditors, 1700. 3. 

"That none ſulpeQed to be a Papiſt be cap- 
abe io be governor, chaplain, pgdagogue, 

or 
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or ſchoolmaſter, tutor, or curator, chamber- 
lain, or faftor; and that none preſume to 
employ Papiſts, or ſuch as are ſuſpetted of 
Popery, in any of the ſaid truſts, until firſt 
they purge themſelves of Popery ; under the 
pain ofa year's valued rent, or 1000 merks 
in caſe the valuation be leſs, or the employer 
be not an heritor ; and all fuch commiſſions 
tutories, or curatories, to be void and null. 
Neither ſhall it be alowed to any profeſſed 
or ſuſpected Papift to teach any art, ſcience, 
exerciſe, of any ſort, under the pain of 500 
merks, Nor ſhall a Papiſt be entertained 
as a domeſtic ſervant by any Proteſtant, 
under the like pain, And the above penal- 
ties may be ſued for by any Proteſtant ſub- 
ject, for his own behoof, as his reward. 
1700. 3. 

Acts to oblige all perſons being Papiſts 
in that part of G. Britain called Scotland, 
and all perſons refuſing or negletting to take 
the oaths to the government, to regiſter their 
names and real eſtates. 9 Geo. I 24. 10. 
Geo, I 3. | | 

66 By 


— — — — — —— 


— WE 


— — ——— a ane, 4 


1 
d ; 
1} 
Fo. y 
0 
7 


——ä—— — — * 
* 


620) 
« By the laws here abridged, all proſeſſed 
& Jeſuits and ſeminary Prieſts found in the 
%. realm, all receipters of theſe if found a 
& third time in fault, all wilful hearers of 
« mals and ſayers of maſs and all concealers 
& of the ſame, are ſubjected to the pains 


« of death and confiſcation of moveables ;-- 


* all profeſſed Papiſts are obliged to leave 
the kingdom unleſs they ſubſcribe the 
4 Conſeſſion of Faith, (a teſt which many 
* Proteſtants would not and many mem. 
*« hers, and even ſome miniſters, of the 
& church of Scotland, do not wiſh to ſub. 
« ſcribe); a Proteſtant ſervant, if he be- 
© come a Papiſt, is to be puniſhed, and 
te muſt be diſmiſſed his ſervice ;--- if a Papiſt 
« purchaſe land, the deed of ſale is declared 
© null, and the ſeller is intitled to retain both 
« the land and the price, (an irritancy, as a 
learned and worthy lawyer obſerves, which 
* has been looked on as fo rigorous, and 
* fo contrary to the principles of Chriſtian 
* toleration, that there has hardly been one 
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of an attempt to en 
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Ye” e feſſed Papiſt is 7 
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oy become a Papiſt, he 
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L eſtate,” 


F INI S. 


* 


